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cess ; but perhaps the conclusions reached are not so striking as is the 
remarkable moral earnestness which pervades the whole work, and rises at 
times to a lofty enthusiasm for truth and goodness. 

The author starts from the conviction that the social, political, and 
economic phenomena of present-day life — and especially of life in Ger- 
many — are of such a character as to indicate very serious deficiencies 
in the moral standard of the great majority of persons. He holds that 
neither the influence of custom nor that of religion is such as can be 
trusted to supply and enforce such a standard, and that the establishing of 
morality on a firm and trustworthy basis is essential for the safety and 
future progress of society. Furthermore, the teaching of a rational and 
practical morality must be made a recognized part of the educational sys- 
tem, so that the whole mass of the people may become leavened by it. 
The aim of the moral life, as conceived by the author, is well indicated 
by the motto taken from Herbart : " Bessere Zeiten durch bessere 
Menschen." Through the instrumentality of free, rational, and moralized 
personalities the community, and ultimately the whole of humanity, is to 
be raised to a higher level. Neither egoism nor altruism is to be relied on 
for this purpose. Pure egoism is unmoral, and pure altruism is impracti- 
cable and irrational ; but the true force is found in such an enlightened 
recognition of the mutual claims of the self and of others as constitutes an 
'ethical socialism,' which is presented in strong contrast to the so-called 
' social democracy ' with which Dr. Unold has little sympathy. He insists 
strongly on the desirability of establishing ethics on a basis independent 
of supernatural sanction, but he recognizes the need of strong social, legal, 
and political sanctions. In his view of the state as the external embodi- 
ment and realization of morality, the author differs little from Hegel. In 
general, his attitude in regard to existing institutions and current moral 
judgmonts is distinctly conservative. This is noticeable in his references 
to the marriage relation and the family ; his statements in this connection 
are perhaps true, but they are certainly trite. The book, as a whole, is a 
sign of the interest in ethical subjects which has so noticeably increased 
during the last few years, both in Europe and America. As an attempt to 
bring theoretical ethics into touch with the practical problems of life, it has 
a value of its own. The style is at times a little diffuse, and more than a 

Iittle dr y- E. Ritchie. 

Grundzilge der wissenschaftlichen und technischen Ethik. Von Dr. 
Fred Bon. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 1896. — pp. 166. 

This is evidently a dissertation presented for the degree of doctor of 
philosophy at Leipzig. Part I, which deals with the ' scientific ' part of 
the subject, presents in outline Wundt's well-known theory of morals, and 
is chiefly interesting as evidence that the Leipzig philosopher has succeeded 
in inducing another human being to join him in burning incense to that 
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metaphysical monstrosity, the Gesammtwille. Part 1 1, the " technical " 
portion, occupying about three-fourths of the book, considers the various 
means by which the individual may be trained to devotion to the Wundtian 
deity. The following is, on the whole, a fair sample of the method of 
treatment. Since inheritance plays so great a part in determining the char- 
acter of a given generation, it is of the highest importance that only the 
ethically 'fittest' should marry. After a review of the principal condi- 
tions which determine the selection of a mate, the author decides that upon 
the whole the end in view will be best attained if love determine the choice. 
But since "woman loves him whom she has been taught to love, or him of 
whom she thinks her companions will envy her the possession," she must 
be taught what qualities in the other sex are to be admired and what repro- 
bated, in order that none but strictly virtuous males may find it possible to 
win a wife. To the many interesting queries which this proposition sug- 
gests, Dr. Bon unfortunately supplies us with no answer. 

Frank Chapman Sharp. 

Esprits logiques et esprits faux. Par Fr. Paulhan. Paris, Fdlix Alcan, 
1896. — pp. 360. 

This is the first of a series of works on intellectual types which the author 
proposes to publish ; it is an elaborate study of individual psychology, with 
reference to the form rather than the content of thought. The author does 
not attempt a systematic classification of minds, but rather an analysis of 
general types, several of which may be illustrated in one individual. 

In the first of the three parts into which the book is divided, men are 
classified according to the relative independence of thought and feeling, and 
the relative subordination of one to the other. The author seems to assume 
that feeling is the primitive function of mind, and explains in great detail 
how the intellect may become supreme. In the classification of logical 
minds which follows, the first type discussed is that of equilibrium. But 
we are not told why equilibrium may be predicated only of logical minds. 
Next come the reasoners of different grades. Here again the reader looks 
in vain for the differentia of this species, for the author fails to show why 
the reasoner is necessarily deficient in equilibrium. Belonging to the third 
type are the extremists, men whose ideas are governed, as it were, by one 
or more conceptions or beliefs. Lastly, we have the specialists, charac- 
terized by special or partial equilibrium. These may reason well on some 
subject with which they are especially acquainted. The third and best 
part of the book deals with illogical minds. These are divided into three 
classes : first, fallacious reasoners proper, that is, those incapable of logical 
thought ; secondly, those whose environment gives rise to contradictory 
ideas which coexist in a kind of inferior equilibrium ; and lastly, the puerile 
and frivolous, who suffer more from lack of ideas and incapacity for volun- 
tary attention and abstract thought. The erroneous conclusions of the fal- 



